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Coiiimissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. •-• . " . 

Sin-. •.; ■ • 

Iii'^accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C:F.R: § 1 .56 and §§1.97-1. 98, 

■.*■.'•■''••.■ ■ . f / ■ , - ■ ; ' . ■ . . 

Applicants hereby submit a copy of a European Search Report that was mailed by the 
European Patent Office on May 7, 2004 with respect to patent fatnily member European 
Patent Application No. EP 01310942.6, in which the European Examiner cited the 
following documents: / , 

. * ■ • ■*- ■ • 

^' ■ ■ ' . \ ' - 

(1) ^ European Patent AppUcation Pubhcation No. EP .0 704 925, which was published 

on April 3, 1996. Applicants note that U.S. Patents 5,990,732 arid 5,7,83,876 are family. 

' * T ' • ' , 

i . ^ ■> , ■ I r 

. » ■ -, * ... 

member patents; >; . ^ . * ' • 

(2) Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. HEI 8-162801, Which was published 

* - - , ' , * ' • " ' , ■ * . ' < 

on June 21, 1996, together with Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol 1996, no. 10 (October 3 1 , 
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(3) . . European Patent Application Publication No. EP 0 91 0 1 63, which was published 
on April 21, 1999. Applicants note that U.S. Patent 6,034,571 is a family member patent; 

(4) Japanese Laid-Qpen Patent Publication No. HEI 1 1-1 03229, which was published 

on April 13, 1999, together with Patent, Abstracts of Japan, vol 1999, no. 9 (July 30, 

■ ' . ^ • • , . ' '-^ . ' . 

1999); ■ • . . • •■ ' " •■' • . 

(5) . .U.S. Patent No. 5,336,855 to KAHLERT et al., which issued on August ?, 1994; 

(6) .U.S. Patenit No. 5,796, 1 69 to DOCKERTY et al., which issued on August 18, 

1998; •• •' ; " \,: . \ . • ' : ■ ' ■ 

(7) Japanese Lmd-'Open Patent PubUcation No. Iffir5^7^^ ' 
onMarch26, 1993,togetherwithPatent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 017, no. 3'98 (E-1403). 

: (July 26, 1993); • / ' 'r ■ • . ' ' 

(8) Japanese LaidrOpeii Patent Publication No. HEI 6-349679, which was published 

.•■■'•',•.» • . ■ * ' ■ • -.. ■• ' . . . *■ - • ■ . 

on Deceniber 22, 1994, together with Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 1995, hp. 03 (April- 
28, 1995);- . " ' • . . . • ' • ' ' ; , •. . 

(9) Japanese Laid^Open Patent Publication No, HEI 8-17676, which was published 
on January 18, 1996, together with Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 1996, ho. 05-(May 31, 
1996); . ... 

(10) Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. SHO 61-293097, which was . 
published on December 23 , 1 986; together vvith- Patent Absteacts of Japan, vol. 0 1 1 , no. 
161(E-5G9)(May23,1987); . , . 

(1 1) Japanese Laid-Open Patent PubUcation No. HEI 9-129447, which was published 
on May 16, 1997, together with Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol 1997, no. 09 (September 
30, 1997); 
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(12) U.S. Patent No! 5,985,414 to FUKUDA et al., which issued on November, 16, 
,1999; ' ' ; ■ ■ ' . . ■• ' ■ " 

(1 3) U.S, Patent No. 5,952,709 to KITAZAWA et al,, which issued on September 1 4, 
199,9;and^ ' " - , ' •. . ., ■ • ' 

(14) European Patent Application Publication No. EP 0 977 298, which \yas published 
on February 2, 2000. Applicants note that U.S. Patent 6,483,406 is a family member 
pateht; ■ ■ / . . ' - V ' " * / 

The category of relevance, pertinent portions, and clainis to which each document 
is relevant, as ascertained by tiie European Exairiirier applying European mles to Ihe^ 
Eitfppean claims are set forth in Ae'E^^ . * 

Applicants respectfully request that the Exkniner consider the above material and 
cite the same. Applicants note that documents (l)-(6) have previously been submitted, 
and thus copies of these document^ are not enclosed, Copies of documents (7)-(14) are 
attached hereto and all of the documents are listed on the attached PTO-1449 Form. The 
Examiner is requested to initial the appropriate spaces on the attached Form and to retum 
a copy of the completed Form to Applicants with the next official communication^in the 
present application. / 

Applicants note that a Request for Continued Exaniinatioh is being filed \ 
herewith, and thus no additional fee is necessary to. ensure consideration of this - 
stateinent. " 
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Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone numbei:. • 


May.24,2004 .', - . ' 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L:C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA2019:1 • ' •' 
(703) 716-1191 • " . ; 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Yasushi NAGATA et al. 


Bruce H. Bernstein 
Reg. No. 29,027 
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